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No extension for public comments on watershed study -- EPA 
Manuel Quinones, E&E reporter 
Published: Friday, July 6, 2012 

U.S. EPA won't extend the comment period for its draft study of potential environmental impacts of large 
mining projects on southwestern Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, the agency said yesterday. 
Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty (R) and supporters of Pebble LP's planned gold and copper 
project near Newhalen had urged EPA to extend the public comment deadline from July 23 to November. 
"The sixty-day comment period announced with the proposal is consistent with the length of time the 
Agency has historically provided for complex scientific assessments of comparable scope and detail," 
EPA said yesterday. A rough count suggests the agency has already received about 1,000 comments. 
Alaska Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee's ranking 
member, said she had asked EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson to extend the deadline, arguing that the 
current comment period coincides with the summer fishing season for Alaska residents. 
"The EPA's refusal to provide additional time for the public to comment on the draft watershed 
assessment for Bristol Bay demonstrates, once again, that the agency does not understand Alaska," 
Murkowski said in a statement. "There is no deadline, other than the one arbitrarily imposed by the EPA, 
that requires the agency to act now." 
EPA's draft report released in May bolsters environmentalists' assertions about the Bristol Bay watershed, 
a home to all five species of North American Pacific salmon and the world's largest sockeye salmon 
fishery. The document said large-scale mining would likely harm those aquatic habitats. 
Critics say the agency's review has been too hurried and shallow to get at the truth (Greenwire, June 21 ). 
They also accuse EPA and its top officials of ignoring their concerns and the company's extensive body of 
science on the project. 
EPA defends the process by citing the numerous meetings and several public hearings it has hosted to 
gain public input. "In addition to undergoing the important public comment process," the EPA statement 
said, "the draft assessment will be evaluated by an independent peer review panel of scientists." 
In a parallel process, EPA is also collecting input on the dozen scientists tapped to review the document 
and the scope of their critique. In today's Federal Register, the agency formally announced that the panel 
will meet Aug. 7-9, with public testimony allowed on the first day. 
Pebble CEO John Shively wants the scholars to take a broader view than originally proposed (Greenwire, 
June 29). But the agency's defenders accuse Pebble and its backers, who oppose EPA intervention in the 
pre-permitting process, of delay tactics. 
"The EPA is making the right call," said Chris Wood, CEO of Trout Unlimited, one of the main forces 
behind the opposition. "More than 90 percent of all of the comments at public hearings in southwest 
Alaska have called for the protection of Bristol Bay from industrial mining." 
Wood and other opponents are calling on EPA to use its veto power under the Clean Water Act to block 
certain key permits for the project before the process even begins. Mine backers have questioned the 
legality of such a move. 
Republicans on Capitol Hill are closely watching the developments. They have introduced measures to 
prevent EPA vetoes before, particularly concerning a West Virginia coal-mining project, and could again 
in this case. 
Murkowski is the top Republican on the Senate panel that oversees EPA's budget. 
"There's been no decisions about future actions that Senator Murkowski may deem appropriate," her 
spokesman said. "The EPA has reiterated that this is not a regulatory action, and Senator Murkowski will 
be watching any future actions by the agency closely." 
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Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
206.553.0454 (desk) 206.225.8127 (cell) 
kader. hanady@epa.gov 

These are the stories that ran this morning. We might see a few more stories in today's news cycle. 

Anchorage Daily News: Our View: 60 Days 

Fairbanks Daily News Miner: EPA: No extension Bristol Bay watershed comment period 

Cordova Times: Deadline to comment on watershed assessment holds 

Youralaskalink: EPA will not extend deadline for public comment period on Bristol Bay 

Cordova Times: EPA getting an earful on Bristol Bay draft watershed assessment 

And I hadn't seen this Greenwire story from June 29: 

Greenwire: Pebble CEO calls for EPA review to include company's research 

Hanady Aisha Kader 
Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
206.553.0454 (desk) 206.225.8127 (cell) 
kader. hanady@epa.gov 
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